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The Return of 

TALES FRO 
THE CRYPT 


I t's one of the biggest surprises in the world of comics and graphic novel publishing! Shortly 
before the 2007 New York Comic Con, Papercutz announced that we would be publishing 
all-new TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. After more than 50 years, EC Comics' legendary 
flagship title returns with all-new shocking SuspenStories, narrated by the original Crypt- 
Keeper, Old Witch, and Vault Keeper. Each issue will feature two 20-page tales of terror in the 
EC tradition! 

Reactions ranged from excitement -from fans thrilled to see the most famous horror comicbook 
ever return after over fifty years, to shock-that it was to be coming from a publisher primarily 
known for its graphic novels such as Nancy Drew and The Eiardy Boys which contain material 
suitable for all-ages, as the HBO TALES FROM THE CRYPT series certainly contained a fair 
amount of adult content. 

“People forget that the original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, published by the EC 
Comics back in the 50s, was also intended for all-ages, and its primary readership was young 
boys,” Papercutz Fditor-in-Chief Jim Salicrup is quick to point out. But that may be exactly what 
fans find so controversial. The original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics, featuring stories 
dreamed up by EC publisher William M. Gaines and his editor A1 Feldstein, and drawn by 
Feldstein, as well as Graham Ingles, Jack Davis, Jack Kamen, Joe Orlando, Wally Wood, Harvey 
Kurtzman, Bill Elder, Reed Crandall, Johnny Craig, A1 Williamson, George Evans, and colored 
by Marie Severin, started a horror comics craze that soon drew the attention of psychiatrist Dr. 
Frederick Wertham. 

Wertham reacted to horror comics' popularity with children by writing a book called “Seduction 
of the Innocent," which maintained that comics led to Juvenile delinquency and even worse 
behavior. Parents were understandably alarmed, and soon the Senate Subcommittee to 
Investigate Juvenile Delinquency was taking a hard look at comicbooks. EC Comics publisher 

were entertaining stories told in good taste. Ultimately, comicbook publishers adversely affected 
by the negative publicity created the Comics Magazine Association of America which would 
review comics and award a seal of approval to assure parents that the comic’s contents were safe, 

Unfortunately, it was too late for many publishers, as the negative publicity had so hurt sales of 
comics that many comicbook companies went out of business. EC Comics, tried to hang in 
there, but despite canceling their horror comics, and creating new titles such as "Valor” and 
"Psychoanalysis,” only MAD comics, in a new magazine format, survived. 

The question is, was TALES FROM CRYPT really all that bad? “Of course not!" Salicrup insists. 
"Ironically, many of the original stories would be approved by today's revised Comics Code, but 
sure, there were some stories that still wouldn't get by. The point here is that the stories that 
Papercutz will be creating will be aimed at readers age 10 and up. Instead of excessive blood and 
gore, we'll be sticking to the TALES FROM THE CRYPT tradition of stories filled with inter¬ 
esting characters, lots of dark humor, and of course, the trademarked EC "shock" endings!" 

But ultimately it's you who will decide if we succeeded or failed. Send your comments to us at 
salicrup@papercutz.com or to THE CRYPT-KFEPER'S CORNER, PAPERCUTZ, 40 Exchange 
Place, Ste. 1308, New York, NY 10005. We’ll run the most interesting comments in our next 
issue, which is coming your way in Just 60 days. 

When reached for comment, The Crypt-Keeper said, ‘It’s good to be 
and it's about time! Ahahahah!" 
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Subject: Crypt-Keepers Cornet!!!!! 

a big^humbs up for having the guts to bring TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT back. What about THE 
VAULT OF HORROR, THE CRYPT OF TER¬ 
ROR, THE HAUNT OF FEAR? Man, that would 
be hot as hell if you published those as well. I’d buy 
‘cm, actually any EC comic would be exciting, 
CRIME SUSPENSE, SHOCK SUSPENSE, etc. 
Now, my nephew and I are real excited about these 

and only 2 stories per mag you ate going to have to 
make up for it in the quality of paper stock and 
front cover artwork. The artwork for issue 2 is 





Manueal. tAeIFROM THE CRYPT is the same 
comic as THE CRYPT OF TERROR, while we're wait- 

reviving those other TERROR-TITLES. If you like 
STIFF covers, why not simply buy our HARDCOVER 

with a US price and the other with a Canadian price! I 
expect you and your nephew to keep your word and buy 

HORRORgrams, SPOILED, andMUTILATED lim¬ 
ited edition coven, I suspect there's no cheap sales gim¬ 
mick those PINHEADS at Papercutz won't try! 


Subject: new TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
Hey, I heard about you on NPR. Any plans for the 
HAUNT or VAULT? I’ll tell everyone I know. I’m 
sending the link to your site (www.papercutz.com) to 
my distribution list. Hope you can get some more air¬ 
time, like the bit I heard today on NPR. I’m a big 
CRYPT fen (comics, movies, and TV), have the Russ 
Cochran hardbound collections, am constantly 
checking Ebay for more and this was the fust I had 
heard of your product. 

Good luck. Taking subscriptions yet? 

Bill Shaw 


NPR? Around here that means NAUSEATING 
PULSATING REMAINS! You probably mean the 
ultra-short frature Nina GreGORY produced on 
Halloween for Morning Edition on National Public 
Radio, which featured my idiot editor, Jim Sahcrup. 

As for subsCRYPTttons, just send us a check or 
money order, m US funds only, for $24 00for a one- 
year, six-issue subscnptton to TALES FROM THE 

hshed after we receive your order. 

Thus concludes another rousing intellectual DIS¬ 
SECTION regarding the greatest horror comicbook 
senes ever! Don't miss next issue featuring the GROSS¬ 
EST story yet - ”Ignoble Rot * by Fred Van Lente and 
Steve Manmon, as well as "Queen of the Vampires" by 

Keep those emails and letters coming! Tell us what 
you thought of this freaky, fan-offending fourth issue 
Send your letters to- 


The Crypt-Keepers Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 

Or email your savage commentanes or rage-fiUed reviews 
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Crypt-Keeper. Welcome to more CONDESCEND¬ 
ING CRITICISM, mixed in with a dollop of MIND¬ 
LESS PRAISE , for our previous inconsistent issues. 
Let's hear it for the FEARLESS FANS milling to hmve 
the BITING WIT and CUTTING COMEBACKS 
for which this politically incorrect letters column is 
becoming INFAMOUS! 

results of your votes on TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
# 4, hut the SHOCKING TRUTH is, at presstime we 
still havent received any! So, its still up in the air what 
you think about last issue’s TERROR TALES - 
“CRYSTAL CLEAR’ by Don McGregor and James 
Romberger and "Extra Life” by Nell Kleid and Chns 
Noah. For you ROTTING READERS living in the 
United States, thisuan elecaonyear, so it’s your DUTY 
to VOTE! Well give you one more chance, but when 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT *6 hits the stands, the 
voting on *4 will he OFFICIALLY OVERt 

If you somehow missed our FRIGHTENING fourth 
issue, the PENNY-PINCHERS over at Papercutz have 
already collected “CRYSTAL CLEAR‘ and other 

Horn entitled TALEs'fROM THE CRYPT #2 “CAN 
YOU FEAR ME NOW?” You’ll have to wait for the 
third CRYPT collection, entitled “Zombielieious" for 
"Extra Life' to be collected, though< But TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT #2, along with TALES FROM 
THE CRYPT tl ‘Ghouls Gone Wild!" should be on 
shelves of better BOOkstores now 
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Wbauup, fright-fans? It's the Crypt-Keeper keepin it 
turreal in his CRYPT-CRIB! Ready for another round 
of HORRENDOUS REVIEWS and PAINFUL 
PRAISE? Seems like some of you have noticed that we’re 
actually LISTENING and RESPONDING to you - 
our CREEPY CRITICS! For an EERIE EXAMPLE, 
the fact that YOU voted “Queen of the Vampires .“ by 
Marc (with a “C") Bdgrey and Mr. Exes, your favorite 
story from TALES FROM THE CRYPT *5 says that 
you all enjoyed the new DARKER art style. 

Don't forget to vote for you PAVE ttory in this issue, 
and wet reveal the winner in our very NEXT ISSUE! 
No, never-ending camPAlNS here, hoys and 
GHOULS! And the winner wit be decided by YOU. 
not some SUPER-DELICATE-TYPES! 

For those of you in FLORIDA still watting for the 
result! on CRYPT *4 pot believe it or not, it was a 
TIE between “Crystal Clear “ by Don McGregor and 
Jama Romberger and “Extra Life" by Neil Kieid and 
Chris North. At least that’s what our official vote- 
counter “Hangin” Chad telh us! 

If you MISERABLE MISCREANTS missed any of 
our ROTTING recent issues, check out the paperback 
and hardcover collections now on sale. The third VEN¬ 
OMOUS VOLUME, entitled “TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT t>3: ZOMBIELICIOUS“ also features 
“Graveyard Shift at the Twiligfit Gardens' by Rob 
Votbnar and Tim Smith 3. an EXCLUSIVE all-new 
tale, never before seen anywhere! 

That taka care of OLD BUSINESS, let’s see what you 
DEAD HEADS sent us this time... 


HEY TERROR-LOVERS!!'!!!!!!!! 

Just want to say that TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT is the best comic EVER! 1 never read the 
old comics and I’m not allowed to watch the TV 
show. I loved the first issue, my favorite story was 
“Body of Work." In the second issue I loved 
“The Tenant” and the "Garden.” The third issue 
was great. I didn’t like the fourth issue that much. 

I have one complaint though. I like the artwork 
but it belongs in a different comic. If the comic 
is meant to be scary then the art should be scary. 

I have some tides for future issues: “DEATH 
HOUSE,” THE MONSTER FROM THE 
SWAMP" “THE ATTIC and “THEATER 
OF THE DAMNED.” 

You ghouls ROCK!!!!!'!!!! 

Sincerely, 

Colby “Crypt-lover" Nelson-Bent 


You ROCK. Colby!!!!!!!! And let us know what 
you think of the SCARY art in this issue. If it 
were any SCARIER our ancient editor would 
have a coronary!!!!!! 


Subject: TALES FROM THE CRYPT, The 
Return 

Hello Crypt Dwellers, 

First, let me say that I was shocked when I saw 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT was back. lam 
















too young for the comics, but was an avid fan 
of the TV series growing up. So once I saw the 
first issue in stores, I bought it. I was very 

and I have to say after the first story I was 
hooked. I love the art style that is being used. 
I know many people have complained that 
they would like to see something more modern 
maybe along the lines of Ben Templesmith, 
but I feel the art fits the stories. The stories arc 
very good as well. I especially liked the “Extra 
Life” (issue #4) story. You brought a part of 
modern pop culture in and I like that. I have 
bought every issue thus far and look forward to 

Praise aside, issue #5 gave us the “Kid Tested, 
Mother Approved” story. At first read I 
thought the art was a bit rough; but after a soc- 

!n short, great work. Keep up the pace. Love 

reviving such an entertaining comic. 

Jesse Rosenbaum 
Bridgewater, NJ 


Hey they weren't tidied EC for nothing! 




When I first learned that TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT was coming back from the dead, I was 
over the moon with joy! Now, after I reading 



they’re great, but what you have done with 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT this new run is, 
bad. I know that you’re making them for kids, 

and lame! I’m not saying that you should stop 
making TALES FROM THE CRYPT. No, for 
from it! And marketing to kids is okay. We need 

know what makes a good story, but don't dumb 
down yours for them. 

Kev 

Scotland 


We hear you. Kev! Tell us what you think our darker, 
scarier NEW (OLD) DIRECTION! 



We hate to tell you this, Peter, hut our biggest 
source for BLOOD-CURDLING story ideas are 
NEWSPAPERS! We figured since no one under 
the age of fifty reads those antiquated journals of 
jaw-dropptng TERROR anymore that we hit the 
jackpot! Or in other words, when it comes to all- 
out SCARY, nothing beats REALITY! 

Keep those emails and letters coming - it makes 
the other GhouLunaics ever GREENER with 
envy! Send letters to: 

The Crypt-Keepers Comer 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York. NY 10005 
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fans: 


YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAI LED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU’VE THREATENED US! 

roo’vz vumm! 

(BUT WE'RE C0MIH6 OUT WITH 
THESE COUECTIOHS ANYWAY!) 
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Greeting, CRETINS! It's me, your digital camera-tot¬ 
ing Crypt-Keeper, with another SCARY SELECTION 
of SPAM from our beloved fans. Looks like our *NEW 
DIRECTION' toward DARKER more INTENSE 
TALES of TERROR ts going over better than expected! 
Just check out the voting far last issue’sfavorite TERROR 
TALE. “A Ripping Good Time " by writers Joe R. 

Romberger, SOUNDLY SLAUGHTERED 'Jumping 
the Shark ” by writer Aril Kaplan and artist Mr. Exes. 
Just goes to show that even today's frightening TV pro¬ 
ducers can’t compete with ol’ Jack the Ripper when it 
comes to the real FEAR FACTOR! 

We're also thrilled to announce that yet a FOURTH 
FEAR-FILLED collection of TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT stories from Papercutz, will soon he HAUNTING 
your favorite bookseller's shelves. Available in both 
paperback and COLLECTOR'S ITEM hardcovers, 
-TALES FROM THE CRYPT *4: CRYPT-KEEPING 
IT REAL!"features my never-before-seen YOU TOOMB 
contributions, “You Toomb’ by Stefan Petrucha and 
Tim Smith 3, “The Creditor" by Alex Simmons and 
Mori Todd, "Dumped" by Scott Lobdcll and Facundo 
VeUlla & Alejandro CahraL and ‘Roses Bedight" 
by Stefan Petrucha and Jeziel Sanchez Martinez. 
The third VENOMOUS VOLUME, entitled “TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT *3: ZOMBIELICIOUS!" fea¬ 
tures “Graveyard Shift at the Twilight Gardens" by Rob 
Vollmar and Tim Smith 3, an EXCLUSIVE all-new 
tale, createdjust for the graphic novel senes! 

I could also mention that the fint two collected CRYPT 
volumes CGhouts Gone Wild’" and “Can You Fear Me 
Now!") are both still on sale at better BOOkstores every- 

FAWN1NG FAN-MAIL... 3 3 
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YOU'VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 


yotrvs mmm 


(BUT WE'RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, HUDSON, KLEID, 
MANNION, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SMITH 3, TODD, and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 













